
CA carrier found through additional testing with ASA and Dr. Jon Beever 
In the past year, ASA in collaboration with Genex, Accelerated Genetics, Select Sires, and Allied 
Genetic Resources, has sent in samples on SimGenetic bulls available through these companies 
for extended genetic condition testing.  Last week we received results on 249 sires tested for the 
following conditions:  
 
AM = Arthrogryposis Multiplex (Angus) 
DL = Dilutor (Herford) 
IE = Idiopathic Epilepsy (Hereford) 
NH = Neuropathic Hydrocephalus (Angus) 
OS =  Osteopetrosis (Red Angus) 
PHA = Pulmonary Hypoplasia with Anasarca (Shorthorn and Dexter) 
TH =  Tibial Hemimelia (Shorthorn) 
HY = Hypotrichosis (Hereford)  
CA = Contractural Arachnodactyly (Angus) 
DD (Developmental Duplication (Angus) 
 
One bull, W/C WIDE TRACK 694Y (ASA #2588250), came back a CA carrier.  Dr. Beever 
conducted further testing and verified that this bull was indeed a carrier of the Angus CA 
condition (a.k.a fawn calf).   This bull had an unknown Angus cow in the bottom of his pedigree 
four generations back.  The ASA’s policy is once an animal is less than 1/8th of the “risk” breed 
then the flag for population risk is removed.  As this bull was 1/16th Angus, he was no longer 
flagged as a population risk.  This bull’s dam was flagged as a population risk for CA (AM and 
NH too).  As she was not a donor dam, no testing was required to register her progeny.  He was 
carried by Genex and they have released a statement notifying their customers of these results 
and their actions.   
 
It is likely that ~50% of W/C Wide Track’s progeny carry the CA mutation.  CA is a simple 
recessive trait meaning an animal must carry two copies of the mutation to show the trait.  
Mating two carrier animals is the only way to have affected calves and this would occur 
approximately 25% of the time.   
 
To order testing for CA or any other DNA tests contact our DNA department at 
dna@simmgene.com. 
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Genex Release about W/C Wide Track 694Y 
 

Dr. Beever, University of Illinois, has confirmed 1SM00131 W/C WIDE TRACK 694Y is a 
Contractural Arachnodactyly (CA) carrier, also known as Fawn Calf Syndrome (FCS). For more 
information, please go to the American Simmental Association website and learn more about 
genetic defects and CA http://simmental.org/site/index.php/genetic-defects/contractual-arachnodactyly-
ca 
  
This is a simple recessive and only half of the offspring from Wide Track will be a carrier.  An 
affected calf will occur only one in four times when two carrier animals are mated. If an effort is 
made to avoid inbreeding, the mating of a carrier sire to potential or known carrier dams, you 
would not expect to have any affected calves. 
  
According to the Genex policy, this is classified as a Class 4 defect. This is a non-lethal defect but 
seriously impairs production or has economically significant effect on production or reproduction. 
  
Policy 638 GNX – Genetic Recessives in Proven Sires - If a sire is found to carry a Class 4 defect: The 
sires value to the breed and cooperative will be reviewed by the COO and the Associate Vice 
President of Beef Programs, followed by a recommendation for Board approval to continue service 
or disposal. The appropriate breed association shall be notified and the cooperative shall make 
public announcements to its employees, members and customers. 
  
The decision has been made to remove Wide Track from the marketing lineup, and all semen under 
direct control of the cooperative will be destroyed. A settlement offer will be made to owners of 
semen from the sire. Settlements will be limited to semen returned to the cooperative that was 
purchased within the previous 24 months to the announcement. No settlement will be for semen 
which has already been used. Customers should contact their sales representative for credit on 
existing Wide Track semen. 
  
This does not affect the ability to register calves with the American Simmental Association. DNA 
testing for CA is available through the American Simmental Association, American Angus 
Association, GeneSeek and Zoetis. 
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